l. DATE 


5 Sentember 
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 


1957 


fe ee 


J. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 


ese SS ss oc 


10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 


Letter to senator requesting infor- 


mation on sighting, 


ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 572) 


|} Wales 


PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD 


12 LOCATION 


North Dakota 
4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 


SIX Ground- Vi sual 


0D Aire Vi wal 
- SOURCI 


0) Ground-Rodar 


D Air-Intercept Rodar 


|} Civilian 
8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS 


9 COURSE 


— = —= _— =— = 


11. COMMENTS 


were meteors. 


No rpt in 


OOO aon, ao00 OOO 


12. CONCLUSIONS 
Was Balloon 


Probably Bolloon 
Possibly Bolloon 


Was Aircraft 
Probobly Aircraft 
Possibly Aireroft 


XWes Astronomico! Sie teor 
Probobly Astronomicol 
Possibly Astronomicol 


2 a a 
Insufficient Dota for Evaluation 
Unknown 


Reply indicates that obj or objs 


file, 


/ | 
SAFIS-3/Maj Tacker/c,_/73328/8 Nov 1957 


3 November 1957 


reporting an Unidentified Flying Object near Wales, North Dakota, 


in September 1957. 


Request ATIC furnish this office an analysis or evaluation of 
this reported sighting for submission to Senator Langer. 


2 Inclosures 
l. correspondence 
2. news clippings 


Captain ¥ 

Assistant Adjutant 

Air Technical Intelligence Center 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
Ohio 


Sincerely, 


LAWRENCE J. TACKER 

Major, USAF 

Executive Orficer 

Public Information Division 
Office of Information Services 


SA¥TS-3 - comeback copy 


c___-BSAEIS-1 - reading copy 


Y 


SAFLL-1/faj Van Dyk/obde/78692/12 tov 57 ( 
am  \ 


LANDY 4957 


MEMORANDUM FOR THS SECRETARY OF DSFESS 
ATTENTION: OASD (PA) =- 


SUBJZCT: Congressional Inquiry 


le Reference your merorarium of 1? October 1957 requesting 
information on which to base a reoly to cemtor Lancer in behal? of 
i a concerning a sishting of unidentified flying 
objects in the vicinity of “ales, -orth Uaxota. 


2e The following informtion is submitted as a proposed reply 
to Senator Langer! 


I refer to your inquiry in behalf of 2 sella 
r Cranmi Forks, Jiorth Dakota. 


"This matter has been referral to the Air Technical 
Intelligence Jenter for analysis and ovaluatione. As 
scon ay a report has been received jou will be promptly 


notified. 
"I am rage eg the latest Air Force “act Sheet 
concerning the Air Force's Ten Year Stuly of Unidentified 
“lying = Ss 
3- Request that all Congressional inquiries pertaining to Air 
Yoree matters be forwartied to this Directorate for mrocessinz. rede 
. pits 
pseend; STAYBACK 
JOS we NSLIY 
lnjor General, USA? 
Director, Legislative Liaison 
oolosurs ‘\-\ ¥ 
DOD News Release “Ant: 
dita 5 liov 57 ons 


. " 
HOA 1; | 4 : “oe 
W/2s } Vecd SAFLL-1/8 ! Nov 
Heno orepd /fwied based on r/s fr SAFIS-3 dtd # Nov sfiaj Tacker 


SAFLL-1/taj Kelley f/iaj Van Dyre/ait /'73692/6 Dec 57 


Al 


Dear Jenater Lancer: 


i refer to your acpresaion of interest in behalf of +>. GER | 
qubggmp of the University of Jerth Dakota, who requested an explanation of : 
an unidentified aerial object observed in the vicinity of wales, ‘orth 
Dakota, on the evenings of 5 Septecher 1757, 


An analysis of the sirhtines imiicateas that the odfect uniousteily 
was a velion seen phenomenon callod a "fireoall", or *bolide’, as they 
are referred to in scisntiNe terminclory. A number have Deon s4en this 
Foar » the most spectacuiar being the sighting from an aircract of Fran 
Azariean worid lirwayy, iocorvorate!, over the Atlantic on 9 arch and 

the recent Zireball ooseryved in four west-e~ states on 10 Cctober,. 


lt is simifieant to point out that the brief description of the 
object given in the olippines submitted by or. GWilae is somewhat similar 
te that eiven by the cress in the case of the avorementione? incidents. 
\ descristion ef fireballs civen by a well-imom sstronhygicist my be 
of interest: 


Jin @icounter with such an object i9 an axtremely rare 
oncurrance. llscomis imiisate that the majority of peonla 
nover see onw in their lifetime, GUolides, or ‘Tiremlys’, 
diftvter from ordinary zceteors in that they ire very mich 
brichter (semetines transforming nicht inte temporary day) 
and appear like 1a misznesinn flare tartling throurh the lowe: 
: LEmosphere, art in that they cersist to mich lower leveis in 
. Ne atmosphere. iredominantly oluish—white in color, these 
Lan have orance, yollow ani creenisn tints intermixed. «4 
volide is generally a mse of meteoric material that iynites 
sireough friction with the earth's atmosshere. it bacares 
visible a& heichts above “ miles but, unlike an orijinary 
| ee does not bien out in the air but frequentizy cersists 
uiti2 it crashes to earth singly or sometimes in nieces*. 


or conelusions »~ore cubmitted ‘or comment to 2 ~esber of ‘he 


mithsenian Astrovhysical Ciservatory, comiidered “nowleireables in the 
| noteorses Piela, whe conZirned our finiinse 


at en ae if. cos coonD 
rid (Wile ome SOL 
) \ 


| : es 
| / er ~ SAFISO3SA? | 
, ba // Wf: Ay, 5 TT! = 

f " id | Gg; “ff ~f_/ : os. 

fo, Wate, j TATDACK 


iit tU iy a 


letter to Honorable Williaa Langer (Cont) 
Attached is a covy of the latest Department of Detenus release 
rovarding the dir Zorcets work in the Meld of unidentified aorial 


You may be assured that the Air Force will contime to stuly, | 
analyse ami present to the publis the full Zasts on this subject, ; 


jincerely yours, 
‘ 3 REG i 
JOE ie i Rakelok 
‘njor Jeneral, <A 
Jirestot, agislablve .ia.00n 
‘ReRetons ahease Lancer 
United States Sonate | 


MR 
sg "tow 133 by 53 from Maj Tacker/SAFIS-3/to lajor Van Dy«/id 4 Dec 57. 
on Nov taj takker received, ele ods nA. 
Capt G. T. Gregory /APcl Eh? Sg fe PORDAS Reba Bee 
COMiSS: itr atd & Now to Capt Mlwood, Wricht~Patterson APB, from lajor 
Tacker/photocy ltr fr Capt Adams to Sen dd Ost 10 57/phtecy ltp_to 

L~ Hon Neil YH. Mek fromen Lanzar dd 4 Oct 57/photocys ltr fr 7. em 
to sen and news paper clippings. 


